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Program Director 
Let me take this opportunity to give a warm welcome to our,  
Executive Mayors from our Local Municipalities: Honourable:  
Cllr Simon Mahole Mofokeng  
Cllr Bongani Baloyi  
Cllr Lerato Maloka  
The Speaker of Sedibeng District Municipality: 
Cllr. Greta Hlongwane 
Speakers from our local municipalities 
The district whippery, led by Cllr Assistance Mshudulu 
Members of Mayoral Committees present 
Municipal Managers and their teams 
 
Stakeholders  
Distinguished guests 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Good morning 
Molweni 
Dumelang  
Goeie more 
 
Our presence here this morning is a culmination of a long and 
arduous journey of consultation, a process reminiscent of 
participatory democracy.  



Indeed an umbrella concept characterizing the IDP processes 
is public participation. Thus, a critical question may be asked:  

“To what extent is this IDP based on the will of people?”  

The Freedom Charter states that: “Only a democratic state 
based on the will of the people, can secure to all their birth right 
with regard to colour, race, sex and belief ...All people shall be 
entitled to take part in the administration of the country.....”  

By this phrase, the 1955 Congress of the People envisioned 
the people’s government to explore participatory democracy 
beyond the slogan “The People Shall Govern”.  

Today we are here to reaffirm the resolute commitment of this 
Council to always give precedence to the will of every citizen of 
this district.  

 

Madam Speaker allow me to send a message of condolences 
to the families, friends and the entire ANC family in Ekurhuleni 
region's Grace Flathela Zone, for the loss of volunteers 
involved in a bus crash in the Free State.    

The deceased were returning from the African National 
Congress’s (ANC) election manifesto launch in Port Elizabeth 
on Saturday to Gauteng when their bus overturned on the N1 
between Winburg and Ventersburg in the Free State. 

 

This tragedy is indeed surrounded by unanswered questions 
and we urge the law to take its course. 

 

During 2015 we maintained our clean audit, but we need to 
continuously seek to improve our levels there-of during 2016. I 
therefore want to wish everyone within our Municipality - 



Councillors, the Municipal Manager, Directors and every official 
well for everything that we will face in this year. 

Madam speaker with these words allow me to once again 
welcome everyone to this important meeting. I call it important 
because this IDP will pave a way as the transitional IDP that 
will be utilised by the incoming administration.  

The first task for the new administration will be the reviewal of 
powers and functions allocated to the local municipalities visa 
vis the District municipality. Most importantly regaining the 
powers and functions as stipulated in the Section 84 of the 
MUNICIPAL STRUCTURES ACT. The rationale behind this 
exercise is to ensure financial viability of this institution. 

Madam Speaker, this cluster engagement meeting also seek to 
take the members of the stakeholder forum through the IDP 
processes, and ensure that our IDP Reflects critical Key 
priorities as set out in the National Development Plan (NDP), 
the Transformation Modernisation and Reindustrialisation 
(TMR) and the Sedibeng Growth and Development Strategy 
pillars. 

This IDP reflects our GDS and IDP Flagship Projects and 
assess the progress in terms of the milestone as adopted in 
2012 which are: 

1. Sedibeng Development Agency 

2.  Vaal Freight Logistic Hub 

3.  Comprehensive Rural Development Project (Sedibeng 
Maize Triangle) 

4.  Establishment of a River City Metropolitan Municipality 

5.  Fibre Optic Connectivity and Rollout 

6.  Heritage Commemorative Events 



7.  Sedibeng Regional Sanitation Scheme 

8.  alternative energy Generation 

9.  Implementation of the Transport Model such as BRT 

 

 We need also to reflect the Six Economic and Industrial 
Development Strategies  
 
Which are: 

• Electronic and Techno-Park 
• Transport and Logistic Hub 
• Building Equipment and Supply Hub 
• Iron and Steel Beneficiation Cluster 
• Green Economy and Agropolis Cluster 
• Tourism City 

 

Electronic and Techno-Park 

With this Electronic and Techno-Park we are looking towards 
securing an industrial park whereby manufacturing firms 
specialising in electronics can be pooled together due to the 
comparative advantages present in our region which is the 
opportunity for them to share resources:  

This will indeed 
• Support growth and investment in the knowledge 

economy 
• Stimulate employment and small business growth 
• Growth and expansion of SMME’s 
• Export manufacturing goods from the electronics and 

technological sector 
 

The Transport and Logistic Hub 

The economic rationale of this hub is to promote competition, 
ease costs of doing business and reduce an influx of trucks 



using the inner city roads thus, causing fatalities. The hub will 
also: 

• Provide opportunities for firms in Sedibeng 
• Stimulate employment and small business growth 
• Township revitalisation, growth and development 
• Improve exporting capacity of all industries 

 

Building Equipment and Supply Hub 

Nationally there are growing concerns regarding depletion of 
natural resources as well as absorption of waste material. In 
the light of this concern Sedibeng finds itself at a comparative 
advantage due to the use of non-metallic resources in 
manufacturing of construction material. Therefore the Building 
Equipment and Supply Hub will: 

• Ensure the implementation of support infrastructure 
• Expansion of SMME’s and Co-ops 
• Promote and facilitate exports 

 

Iron and Steel Beneficiation Cluster 

Sedibeng has experienced investor confidence in the metal 
industry therefore this beneficiation process will: 

 
• Support growth and investment in the metals sector 
• Foster Labour and Skills development 
• Promote and facilitate exports 

 
 
Green Economy and Agropolis Cluster 
 
In order to grow the economy of Sedibeng the key focus should 
be on the green economy, specifically with the goal of 
establishing Sedibeng as an agropolis for:  

• Sustainable beneficiation of local resources and: 
• Investment in agriculture and agro processing 



 

Sedibeng Tourism City 

Sedibeng is fortunate in terms of the tourism destinations as it 
lies along the Vaal River and hosts the cradle for human rights  

Therefore the tourism city has potential to: 

• Promote Vaal River City and Suikerbosrand Nature 
Reserve and: 

• Explore the possibility of establishing a water Theme Park 

 
This IDP is also reviewed in terms of the Key Performance 
Areas (KPAs) of the Sedibeng District Municipality that are 
aligned to the national and provincial strategic priorities, which 
are: 
 
KPA 1  
• Reinventing the Economy from an old to a new by 

consolidating existing sectors and; 
• Exploring new sectors of growth and in this way build local 

economies to create more employment and sustainable 
livelihoods. 

 
KPA 2   
Renewing our communities from low to high quality through the 
provision of basic services, improving local public services and 
broadening access to them, and regenerating property 
development to improve the quality of living. 

 
 
KPA 3  
Reviving a Sustainable Environment from waste dumps to a 
green region, by increasing the focus on improving air, water 
and soil quality and moving from being a producer and receiver 
of waste to a green city. 

 
 



KPA 4 
Reintegrating the region with the rest of Gauteng, South and 
Southern Africa to move from an edge to a frontier region, 
through improving connectivity and transport links. 

 
KPA 5 
 
Releasing Human Potential from low to high skills and build 
social capital through building united, non-racial, integrated and 
safer communities. 
 
KPA 6 
 
Good and Financially Sustainable Governance through building 
accountable, effective and clean government, with sound 
financial management, functional and effective Councils, and 
strong, visionary leadership. It is about compliance and 
competence. 
 
KPA 7 
 
Vibrant Democracy through enabling all South Africans to 
progressively exercise their constitutional rights and enjoy the 
full dignity of freedom. To promote more active community 
participation in local government, including further 
strengthening the voice of communities and making sure that 
community based structures such as ward committees, police 
forums, school governing bodies are legislatively supported to 
function effectively. 

 
 

Madam Speaker in closing, our current political landscape and 
service delivery context, needs committed leadership. It is 
within this context that I want to challenge every political 
representative to consistently and constructively display a 
committed and persevering will to ensure a sustainable and 



performing Sedibeng Municipality. I urge everyone present in 
this platform with expertise in various fields of operation to give 
your best contribution to make Sedibeng the best that it can be. 
 
We encourage the involvement of communities and community 
organisations to continue to participate in matters of local 
government.    
 
Sincere gratitude to our stakeholders in the entire district for 
their patience as they eagerly await the provision of basic and 
other services that should result in economic development and 
social cohesion.  
  
  
Madam Speaker, colleagues, let us stay committed to serve our 
citizens to the best of our ability in delivering quality services to 
them all.  

  
I thank you.   
 

 

 

  


